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Guided by the character of the Woman Warriorâ€•witty, swift, and ruthless in her wonderâ€•readers

of Brynn Saito's second collection of poetry travel the terrain of personal and historical memory:

narrative poems about family, farming towns, and the bravery of girlhood are interspersed with lyric

poetry written from the voice of a stone found in a Japanese American internment camp during the

wartime incarceration. What histories can be summoned with poetry? What are the forces shaping

an American life in the 21st century? Car accidents, patriarchy, and television fall under this poet?s

gaze, along with the intergenerational reverberations of historical trauma. As with The Palace of

Contemplating Departure, Saito's first award-winning collection, Power Made Us Swoon
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Power Made Us Swoon is a shattering collection of poetryâ€”and I love it! I received a

complimentary e-copy from the publisher Red Hen Press and was asked to provide an honest

review. This is my first encounter with Brynn Saito, but I can say now that it wonâ€™t be my

last.This book is truly an engaging experience. Each poem peels open the author and allows us to

wander around inside, guided by the â€œWoman Warriorâ€• of the narrative. Weâ€™re given dark

details of the past and the scars that remained alongside the poet. Power Made Us Swoon is

ruthless. It is raw. Saito builds ghosts with each page, and the audience is forced to learn of their

history.Power Made Us Swoon is an in depth look at what it is to be human. Itâ€™s a look at what

life can toss at you, or sometimes snowball into your face. This collection of poetry is as real as



anything as I have ever read, and itâ€™s something I wonâ€™t be giving to a half price books. If you

havenâ€™t grabbed this collection, you need to, ASAP. Itâ€™s a learning experience. Youâ€™ll get

lost in the poetâ€™s use of language, you may even go mad, but itâ€™ll all come together.
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